
CLARK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

AGENDA ITEM

Issue: ProposedNuclear Waste Repository at Yucca Mountain Back-up:

Petitioner: Barbara Ginoulias,Director, ComprehensivePlanning Clerk Ref. #

Recommendation:

That the Board of County Commissionersapprove, adopt, and authorize the Chairman to
sign a resolution affirming continued opposition to the proposednuclear wasterepository
at Yucca Mountain; and direct staff accordingly.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Noneby this action.

BACKGROUND:

Clark Countyhassteadfastlyopposedthe proposedhigh-levelnuclearwasterepositoryat Yucca Mountainfor
nearly20 years. Since 1987, the Countyhasprovidedoversightfor site characterizationactivities, conducted
impactassessmentstudies,andprovidedpublic outreachprogramsfor Clark County residents.The Boardhas
previouslypassedresolutionsaffirming its positionon the repositoryin 1985, 1988,2000,and2002.

OnJanuary14, 2004,the U.S. Court of Appealsfor the District of ColumbiaCircuit heardoral argumentson
six consolidatedcasesbrought by various parties against the federal government,including the State of
Nevada,Clark County, andthe City of LasVegas.
OnJuly 9, 2004, the Courtdeclaredinvalid a key environmentalregulationunderpinningthe Yucca Mountain
Project. Until now, the EnvironmentalProtectionAgency (EPA) set a standardof 10,000 yearsfor the
containmentof radiation at Yucca Mountain. This was not in keeping with recommendationsfrom the
National Academy of Science(NAS), which requires the repository standardbe for the peak life of the
radiation, which could be more than 300,000years. The court orderedDOE to issue either a revised
radiation standard that follows the Academy’s scientific advice or requesta legislative exemption from
Congress. While Clark County was not officially a party in the EnvironmentalProtectionAgency (EPA)
litigation, the Court’s findings provide a window of opportunityfor Clark Countyto challengethe final EPA
Statementaspart of thelicenseapplicationprocess.

As the Departmentof Energy comes closer to filing its license applicationwith the NuclearRegulatory
Commission,it is importantfor the Board of County Commissionersto reaffirm its position with respectto
the proposedrepositoryby updatingits previousresolutionsby setting forth unified key messagessupporting
the Board’s position. It is also important to develop a strategy regarding participation in the license
applicationprocessand to developplanningpolicies which reflect the Board’s position with respectto the
repositoryandanypotential impactsresultingfrom it.

Respectfully submit APPROVED/ADOPTED/AUTHORIZED AS RECOMMENDED AS AMENDED learedfor Agenda

THOM REILLY
CountyManager ________________
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RESOLUTION

THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERSAFFIRM ITS CONTINUED
OPPOSITIONTO THE LICENSING, CONSTRUCTION,AND OPERATION OF THE

PROPOSEDHIGH-LEVEL NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORYAT YUCCA
MOUNTAIN, NEVADA

WHEREAS,theNuclearWastePolicy Act of 1982establishedaprocessandtime
schedulefor theestablishmentof thenation’sfirst geologicrepositoryfor thepermanent
disposalof spentcommercialnuclearfuel andhigh-levelnuclearwaste;and

WHEREAS,in July 2002,theUnitedStatesCongressandthePresidentof the
United Statesauthorizedmovementforwardon a licenseapplicationfor apermanent
repositoryfor thestorageof spentcommercialnuclearfuel andhigh-levelnuclearwaste
at YuccaMountain;and

WHEREAS, becauseof theseactionsby Congress,theClark CountyBoardof
CommissionersapprovedResolutionson January8, 1985,April 5, 1988,March7, 2000,
andMarch5, 2002opposingthe locationof arepositoryat YuccaMountain; and

WHEREAS,theBoardof CountyCommissionershassolidified its oppositionto
the YuccaMountainProjectthroughadoptionof its StrategicPrioritiessince2001;and

WHEREAS,theBoardof CountyCommissionersjoinedwith the Stateof Nevada
and theCity of LasVegasto challengevariousaspectsof theYuccaMountainProjectin
theUnitedStatesCourtof Appeals,District of ColumbiaCircuit; and

WHEREAS,theUnitedStatesCourt of Appeals,District of ColumbiaCircuit,
renderedits decisionon six consolidatedcaseson July 9, 2004;and

WHEREAS,theUnitedStatesDistrict Court of AppealsvacatedtheEnvironmental
ProtectionAgency(EPA) regulationthatmandateda 10,000yearradiationprotectionstandard
for Nevadansaffectedby theYucca Mountainproject,ruling thatthe standardis inconsistent
with the Congressionally-mandatedrecommendationsof theNationalAcademyof Sciences;and

WHEREAS,the U.S. Departmentof Energy(DOE) hasstatedits intention to file
alicenseapplicationwith theNuclearRegulatoryCommission(NRC) by December
2004;and

WHEREAS,theDOEhasnot yet authorizedtheuseof nuclearwasteoversight
funds whichwould allow “affectedunitsof local government,”including Clark County,
to participatein the licenseapplicationprocess;and
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WHEREAS,proponentsoftheproposedrepositoryat YuccaMountainhave
focusedtheirefforts to convincethepublic that negotiationfor “benefits” in exchangefor
acceptanceoftherepositoryis thebestcourseofaction;

NOW THEREFORE,BE IT RESOLVED,by the Clark CountyBoardofCounty
Commissionersthat:

TheClark CountyBoardof Commissionersreaffirmsits oppositionto thesiting
ofahigh-levelnuclearwasterepositoryatYuccaMountainin NyeCountyin Southern
Nevadaby adoptingthefollowing unified key messagesreflectingits position:

• ClarkCountyhasincreasedits efforts to assess,preparefor, andmonitorpotential
impactsto public safetyandsecurity.

• TheDOE’s ownfinal EnvironmentalImpactStatementacknowledgesthat there
arepotentialhealthrisksand socioeconomicimpactsto Clark Countyresidents,
businesses,andvisitors.

• TheDOE hashistorically failed to adequatelyoffsetthe impactof theirnuclear
programsandprojects.

• Thefederalgovernmentcannotbecountedon to providethefinancialsupport
necessaryto protectand compensateClark Countyresidentsfrom theYucca
MountainProject.

PASSED,ADOPTED,AND APPROVEDTHIS 34 dayof ,2004.

CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA

By:______________
CHIP M~(FIELI~HAIRMAN
BOARd OF COU1~YCOMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:
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